Some of the outstanding press the
Calabash International Literary Festival has received
over the years and scenes from past festivals.
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2023

“Sun, sea and books make this
festival an enticing destination. At
Calabash, the combination of sun,
sea and literature proves a heady,

intoxicating mix — part literary

party and part revival meeting.”

New York Times
June 8, 2023

“Jamaica’s Treasure Beach is home
to cove-filled black sand beaches
— and the ‘Best Likkle’ literary
festival in the world. Calabash is
not a festival of pomp and who
knows who. It's an experience
where you'll sit next to a Pulitzer
Prize-winning author or Oscar-
nominated actress, share a rum
punch and move into a midnight
concert replete with dancehall and
Afrobeat tunes. Here it’s art, not
titles, that takes center stage.”

Essence
June 9, 2023

“The heavenly literary festival,
22 years ago a gathering of 300
people in a small Jamaican fishing
village, now attracts some 3,000
people from across the globe—
and this year hit new levels of high
profile: Angelina Jolie turned up.”

Forbes
June 20, 2023

“The picturesque coastal town
of Treasure Beach in St Elizabeth
played host to the much-loved
literary extravaganza, Calabash.
The biennial event transformed
Jakes Hotel into a hub of creativity,
attracting renowned poets and
authors for a series of literary
sessions for its 15th iteration. With
the added allure of signed copies
of books, cosy accommodations,
delectable local fare, and retail
therapy, the festival became a
weekend getaway for the books!”

Jamaica Observer
June 4, 2023

“Is This the World’s Most Glamorous
Book Club? The Calabash
International Literary Festival is a
spectacular, colorful three-day
celebration of words, life, and
endurance through literature,
music, and conversation.”

Town & Country
June 16, 2023

“The 2023 staging of the Calabash
International Literary Festival held
in Treasure Beach, St Elizabeth, over
the weekend was a shining display
of the vibrancy and vigour within
the literary and creative space.
Following a five-year hiatus, due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, the return
of the event brought together some
of the region’s best writers, poets,
musicians, and artists to celebrate
the power of words and their
impact on society.”

Jamaica Gleaner
June 9, 2023



https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/08/books/literary-festivals-calabash-jamaica.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/bazdreisinger/2023/06/20/five-lessons-for-the-world-from-calabash-international-literary-festival-in-jamaica/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/arts-and-culture/a44097700/calabash-international-literary-festival-2023/
https://www.essence.com/lifestyle/calabash-literary-festival/
https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/2023/06/04/the-return-of-calabash-a-literary-gem-on-the-rock/
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/commentary/20230611/carolyn-cooper-calabash-festival-lit-jamaica




2018

“Travel with us as we find out what
it's like to live abroad, and
to sample life in Botswana
and Jamaica, where Treasure
Beach gave me my own Wakanda

dreams.”

USA Today

February 2019: Black History Month Special

“In recent years Calabash has
played a significant role in
reimagining and challenging the
perception of the island as a wild
and dangerous place teetering
out of control. The festival has
also proved transformative for a

number of fledgling authors. “l owe

my literary career to Calabash”,
says Marlon James, the Booker
Prize-winning author of A Brief
History of Seven Killings. “l was
discovered here.”

Times Literary Supplement
August 6, 2018

“Part of Calabash’s magic is also its
audience: a seamless mix
of every race, class, and gender,
all convening for one singular
purpose: a love of literature
and community.”

Vogue Magazine

June 11, 2018

“Travel can take so many shapes,
and coming at things from a
different angle is part of what

seeing the world is all about. And

Jamaica’s Calabash International

Literary Festival could just change

the way you see travel, the way you
see Jamaica and the way you see
literature, all at once.”

Travel Bug Blog

June 5, 2018

“.after three glorious days
of readings, reggae music
afterparties, joyful comeraderie,
blissful tropical energy and a
vibe that can only be described
as utopic—I felt unceremoniously
exiled from the Garden of Eden.”

Forbes
June 22, 2018

“The relationship between stage
and audience is fluid, like an
animated two-way conversation.
Respectful silence for the work
is punctuated with murmurings
of agreement, howls of laughter,
spontaneous dpplause. There's an
understanding here that you don't
see in many other festival settings;
an instinctive connection between
the reader and her listener.”

MIR Online Literary Journal
June 12,2018



http://ee.usatoday.com/eMag/?href=USAM/2019/01/28
https://www.vogue.com/article/calabash-literary-festival-in-jamaica-is-the-islands-best-kept-secret
https://www.forbes.com/sites/bazdreisinger/2018/06/22/the-most-marvelously-momentous-moments-from-calabash-international-literary-festival-in-jamaica/#25be21325208
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/under-heavy-manners/
https://livingwiththetravelbug.com/2018/06/05/jamaica-calabash-literary-festival-travel/
http://mironline.org/calabash-international-literary-festival-2018/




2016

“‘Inside Jamaica’s Calabash
International Literary Festival”
by Kadi Hughes

Condé Nast Traveler
June 2016

“Calabash International Literary
Festival: Readings, music and
storytelling on Jamaica’s glorious
Treasure Beach”

by Stefanie Seddon

Independent
June 2016

“Calabash 2016, Day 2: Marlon
James draw a big crowd”
by Al Edwards

Loop News Jamaica
June 2016

“Inside Jamaica’s Best Kept Secret:

Welcome to Calabash”
by Kristin Braswell

Forbes
June 2016

“Calabash, a Basket Full of
Literary Treats”
by Janet Silvera

Jamaica Gleaner
June 2016

“Protoje For Calabash 2016”
by Tanya Batson-Savage

Susumba
May2016

“Is Rural Jamaica Home to the
World’s Greatest Literary Festival?”
by Tara Donaldson

Huffington Post

June 2016

“Selling TnT”
by Marina Salandy-Brown

Trinidad and Tobago
Newsday

June 2016


http://www.cntraveler.com/stories/2016-06-09/why-literatures-biggest-names-are-going-to-jamaica
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kristinbraswell/2016/06/15/inside-jamaicas-best-kept-secret-welcome-to-calabash/#7e1dc04e2a24
http://new.www.huffingtonpost.com/tara-donaldson/is-rural-jamaica-home-to-_b_10461022.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/features/calabash-international-literary-festival-readings-music-and-storytelling-on-jamaica-s-glorious-a7081271.html
http://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/entertainment/20160606/calabash-basket-full-literary-treats#.V1WyXqzm2hA.facebook
http://www.newsday.co.tt/commentary/0,228931.html
http://www.newsday.co.tt/commentary/0,228931.html
http://www.loopjamaica.com/content/calabash-2016-day-2-marlon-james-draws-big-crowd
http://www.susumba.com/music/news/protoje-calabash-2016




2014

“Jamaica Literary Festival
Draws Top-Flight Authors”

by David McFadden
Associated Press

“Celebrating Literature,

“6 Caribbean Writers to

June 2014

2012

“‘Jamaica: The Land of Devoted
Offshore Authors”

by Donna Bailey Nurse

The Globe and Mail

June 2012

“Jamaica Does Literary Fest with a

Caribbean Twist”
NPR

July 201

2010

“Wordsmiths Mingle Work and Play
at a World Away: If you go...”

by Patricia Borns

The Boston Globe

December 2010

“A Literary Festival

Jamaican Style” Discover this Summer” in Paradise”
by Emma Love by Kristin Braswell by Alison Hess
Condé Nast Traveller Ebony T Magazine
October 2014 June 2014 May 2014

“Two Big Small Islands Make Time
for Jubilation: Different Sides

of a Shared Story”
by Boyd Tonkin
Independent

June 2012

“All Hands on the Decks”
by Kwanele Sosibo

Mail & Guardian
June 2012

“Jamaicas’s Big Book Party”

by Olivia Cole
The Daily Beast

June 2010

“Kasrils and Son Imprecise
at Calabash International
Literary Festival’
by Kwame Dawes
South African Broadcasting

Corporation
June 2012

“As Kingston Seethes, Some
Jamaicans Read”
by Baz Dreisinger

The Wall Street Journal

June 2010



http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Jamaica-literary-festival-draws-top-flight-authors
http://www.cntraveller.com/recommended/culture/jamaican-literary-festival
http://www.ebony.com/entertainment-culture/6-caribbean-writers-to-discover-this-summer-504#axzz4AFqQOvHN
http://tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/29/calabash-literary-festival-jakes-hotel-treasure-beach-jamaica-zadie-smith-salman-rushdie/?_r=0
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books-and-media/jamaica-the-land-of-devoted-offshore-authors/article4363151/
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/features/boyd-tonkin-two-big-small-islands-make-time-for-jubilation-different-sides-of-a-shared-story-7827457.html
http://archive.boston.com/travel/getaways/caribbean/gallery/05jamaica/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2010/06/03/jamaicas-calabash-literary-festival.html
http://blogs.wsj.com/speakeasy/2010/06/06/as-kingston-seethes-some-jamaicans-read/
http://www.npr.org/2012/07/05/154508127/jamaica-does-literary-fest-with-a-caribbean-twist
http://mg.co.za/article/2012-06-29-all-hands-on-the-decks




2008

“More than Words: The
Calabash Festival is a

Slice of Literary Paradise”

by Donna Bailey Nurse

CBC News

June 2008

2006

“Calabash — What
d Thrash’
by Alex Clark

The Guardian
June 2006

2003

“Poetry, Reggae and Rain;

On a Jamaican Beach,
a Literary Festival
Defies Nature”

by Sarah Boxer

The New York Times
June 2003

“The Distraction of
Walcott vs Naipaul”
by Nicholas Laughlin

The Guardian
June 2008

“Jamaican Writers Find
It's Time to Bust Out”
by Dinitia Smith
The New York Times

October 2006

2007

“The Harder They Write:
Does ‘Caribbean’
Literature® Exist?”
by Carlin Romano

The Chronicle of
Higher Education

June 200

2005

“‘Of Reggae and Writers”

by Donna Bailey Nurse

The Globe and Mdil

June 2005

Social Media

In 2018, #CalabashLitUp trended every day of the festival on
Twitter (over 35 million impressions, 8.3 million reach).

Also, 7.3K blog postings and photos posted on the internet by
attendees and followers of the festival on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram.

“A Natural Mystic Blowing
through the Air: Report
from 2007 Calabash
Literary Festival’
by Marion Wink
World Literature
Today

September 2

“Calling All Poets of the
Caribbean”
by Kevin Le Gendre
Independent

May 2005



http://www.cbc.ca/news/arts/more-than-words-1.736475
https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2008/jun/05/wallcottofsilence
http://chronicle.com/article/The-Harder-They-Write-Does/13594
http://chronicle.com/article/The-Harder-They-Write-Does/13594
http://www.thefreelibrary.com/A+natural+mystic+blowing+through+the+air%3A+a+report+from+the+2007...-a0173463945
http://www.thefreelibrary.com/A+natural+mystic+blowing+through+the+air%3A+a+report+from+the+2007...-a0173463945
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2006/jun/18/features.review3
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9C0DEEDD1730F934A15755C0A9609C8B63
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/of-reggae-and-writers/article4118381/
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/features/calling-all-poets-of-the-caribbean-5349555.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/03/books/poetry-reggae-and-rain-on-a-jamaican-beach-a-literary-festival-defies-nature.html?pagewanted=all
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